
Tarot card meanings – an introduction 
These are not intended to be a definitive description of each card. The beauty of Tarot is that each card’s 

images bring to mind an archetype or symbol – you can then apply those symbols to your question in any 

way you’d like! Let these be a starting point in your discussions. All meanings adapted from Beth Maiden’s 

website, Little Red Tarot. 

0. The Fool – New Beginnings. Jumping in with no fear to the new adventure. If you jump, then you’ll 

*have* to learn how to swim! Exploring that which scares you, but knowing you’ll be supported. 

1. The Magician – You can make it happen. You’ve got the power to manifest your will and desire. 

You’ve got everything you need inside you, you just have to put it all together. Mastery. 

2. The High Priestess – Dreams, intuition, the Moon, mystery, the Priestess rules them all. Diving 

‘behind the veil’ to understand your inner self.  

3. The Empress – Fecundity, fertility, nurturing. Being ripe and ready for new things to grow, and to 

care and feed and love them. 

4. The Emperor – Laying strong foundations through discipline and dedication. Those who support you 

or how you can materially support others. 

5. The Heirophant – Authority of our roots and past traditions. Deference to the social moral order 

6. The Lovers – You’ve got a choice! There’s something attracting you, deeply. But is following it a good 

choice? Uniting the parts of yourself that want the ‘thing’ and your own personal goals 

7. The Chariot – Setting a goal and driving forward towards it. Control is there too – are you strong 

enough to stick to your goal? Recent successful arrivals at a goal – you’re here, where to drive next? 

8. Strength/Fortitude – Facing your fears head on, understanding all the joys and pains that make you 

you, and transforming them into something useful. THE SHAPE OF YOUR HEART TREE! 

9. The Hermit – Time to go away from the ‘noise’ of the world and seek out peace. Making a space to 

study and learn, the Hermit is a student and a teacher, valuing knowledge. 

10. The Wheel of Fortune – What goes up must come down and vice versa. Our luck could go, but there’s 

always hope at life’s lowest ebb. Find your turning points and contemplate them. Did you handle the 

turn with grace? 

11. Justice – Cutting through the bullshit. Are you being treated fairly? Are you treating others fairly? 

Are you treating yourself fairly? Let this strong visionary character light the truth inside you. 

12. The Hanged Man – Sometimes, it’s not up to you. Sometimes, even if you’re somewhere 

uncomfortable, you have to just let go and sit with your uncomfortable-ness. A yoga pose is not 

always comfy, but you breathe into it and feeeel that stretch. 

13. Death – Changes are afoot! Big ones! The old way or life is passing away, and the new is coming to 

take its place. Honor the old as it leaves us, but welcome the new dawn 

14. Temperance – Balance. It’s a hard thing to find sometimes. But patience and acceptance, all 

contribute towards emotional maturity. Understanding life’s ebbs and flows and getting them into 

perspective. 

15. The Devil – On the one hand, it’s time to sort your shit out. Unhealthy behavior patterns are 

detaching you from your true self. But on the other, maybe you need to let your hair down, let the 

devil in for a bit and party down. Which feels truer? 

16. The Tower – Shook out of your comfort zone, and everything you thought you knew is falling apart. 

You’re going to have to rebuild – but what? 



17. The Star – There’s a light at the end of the tunnel, shining in the darkness. Courage, dear heart. You 

can let go of parts of yourself (fears/insecurities), and you will still be ok.  

18. The Moon – Here we go into our dreamland. Everything looks different in the moonlight, in our 

dreams. You notice details you’d never seen before, aspects of people and yourself you’d perhaps 

ignored. What has your subconscious been telling you? What did you dream recently? Walk the wild 

path and trust your intuition. 

19. The Sun – It’s a new day and the sun has risen! Optimism and hope fill your heart, and you’re like a 

new child full of plans. What makes you feel like this? Who? How can you radiate positive energy? 

20. Judgement – Coming to terms with your past, lay it to rest and be reborn. Was there an 

announcement recently that filled you with joy? Who is ‘blowing a horn’ for change and acceptance 

in your life? 

21. The World – Unification! From the Fool to now, you can really understand the complexity of the 

universe. A call for integration of the self into the whole! 

 

Want more introspective tools? Visit http://aroadofyourown.com/  
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